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Sivardma's Commentary on the Vasavadatta. — By Dr. Louis 
H. Geay, Princeton University, Princeton, N. J. 

In any attempt to interpret Sanskrit kavya, native commen- 
taries are not only important, but almost indispensable. The 
question as to the accuracy of their information is, generally 
speaking, comparatively easy to decide. Their authors under- 
stand in the majority of cases the texts which they explain ; they 
are acquainted with all the stylistic tricks which adorn the 
kavya, and their interpretations may usually be accepted. Of 
the many Hindu glossators of value not the least important 
is Sivarama Tripathin, with whose Kancanadarpana on the 
Vasavadatta of Subandhu this paper is concerned. In the pre- 
paration of my projected translation of the Vasavadatta I have 
naturally studied the Darpana, the only commentary accessible 
in printed form (in the editions of the Vasavadatta by Hall, 
Calcutta, 1859, and by Vidyasagara, ib., 1874). 

Commentaries on the Vasavadatta are, however, numerous. 
Hall, in his edition of the novel (Introd., 45-47), mentions 
Narasinhasena and the Tattvadipini of Jagaddhara. In his 
judgment, neither of these is equal to Sivarama. He thus char- 
acterizes Jagaddhara : " Jagaddhara, as compared with Siva- 
rama, though he oftener takes note of various readings, is more 
diffuse, is equally fanciful, and resorts less frequently to author- 
ity in justification of his comments. His errors are freely 
exposed by his successor [Sivarama], and not invariably with 
unexceptional courtesy." 1 He says of ISTarasinhasena's gloss 
that it "is of small value, and is busied very much more with 
pointing out the figures of rhetoric which Subandhu exempli- 
fies, than with anything else." To this list of commentaries 
Aufrecht (Catalogus Catalogorum, i., 566, ii., 133-134, 224) 
adds the following : the Sarvamkasa of Narayana Dlksita, the 



1 1 have not found any mention of Jagaddhara in the Darpana. 
These exposures of his blunders must therefore be by implication. See, 
however, Aufrecht, Catalogus Catalogorum, i., 195. 
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Curnikd of Prabhakara, the Tattvakdumudl of Ramadeva, the 
Vydkhydyika of Vikramarddhi Kavi, glosses by Srngaragupta, 
Sarvacandra, Timmaya Suri, Sarvaraksita, Siddhacandragani, 
and Suksmadarsin, and either one or two anonymous com- 
mentaries. Of these glossators, Timmaya Suri lived about the 
beginning of the sixteenth century, if he was identical with the 
author of a commentary on Agastya's Sdlabhdrata) Aufrecht, 
i., 231), and Prabhakara was born in 1564 (ib., i. 353). 

According to Hall (Introd., 44), Sivarama composed besides 
the Kancanadarpana the Bhusana, a commentary on Dandin's 
Dasakumdracarita (printed in Godebole and Parab's edition of 
this novel, Bombay, 1898, 218-244), the Laksmlnivdsdbhi- 
dhdna, a collection of unddi derivatives (edited in the SatkoSa- 
samgraha, Benares, 1874 ; see also Zachariae, Indische Worter- 
biXcher, (IToia), 38, Aufrecht, i., 539), and the Rasaratnahdra, 
a treatise in 102 couplets, with his own commentary, entitled 
Ziaksmivihdra, on poetic sentiments. To this list Aufrecht, i., 
652, ii., 155, adds eighteen, including both commentaries and 
original works. The commentaries, in addition to those on the 
Vdsavadattd and the Dasakumdracarita, were on the Kddam- 
barl of Bana, on the Vindyakamdhdtmya (Aufrecht, i., 577), 
•the Vrttakdustubha, 1 and the Visamapadi on the Kdvyapra- 
kdsa. His original works, besides the Masaratnahdra, are the 
A larhkdrasamudgaka, the Kdvyalaksmlprakdia, the Naksatra- 
mdld with his own commentary, entitled Laksmivildsa, "a 
grammatical poem. Printed in Kavyamala, 1888" (Aufrecht, i., 
274), the Nrpavildsa, "written for his brother, Kesavarama " 
(ib., ii., 65), the Bhupdlabhusana, "quoted in the Laksmlni- 
vasabhidhana " (ib., i., 415), the Rahasyaeandrikd, the 
Rdvanapuravadha, in which a number of Sivarama's other 
works are mentioned (ib., ii., 155), the Vidydvildsa, mentioned 
in the Laksminivdsdbhidhdna (ib., i., 575), the Suryddivarsa- 
phalokti, and five stotras in honor of Krsna, the Ganges and the 
Jumna, Ganesa, Siva and Bhairava, and &iva and Rama. His 
main creative interests therefore lay apparently in M«ya-poetry 
and in grammar, while as a commentator he seems to have 
devoted himself especially to kdvya-\>rose and to rhetoric. 

1 This seems not to have been found. At least, Aufrecht does not 
mention it. 
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Of his life Sivarama tells little. In his preface to the Kafi- 
canadarpana, after an opening invocation to Siva, he thus 
speaks of his ancestry (Hall, 1, 11. 11-18, omitted by Vidyasa- 
gara) : 

trilokaeandra ity dslt khydto lokesu candravat 
tanayo vinayopeto yavlydn asya ddivavit 
krsnardmdbhidhah suris caturbhis tanaydir yutah 
rdjate rdjanltijflah sdmddydir iva bhupatih 
yah pdthakdndm krpayd 'ptavidyah 
sa kdrsnardmih sivardmandmd 
govindardmo Hha mukundardmo 
jdtah kramdt kesavardmandmd, 

'one Trilokaeandra there was, famed among the worlds as is the 
moon. His younger son, with virtue filled, an astrologer, 
named Krsnarama, a sage with four sons, knowing kingly con- 
duct, shineth even as a lord of earth through conciliation and 
the rest.' The son of Krsnarama, who gained knowledge by 
his teachers' compassion, was Sivarama; then Govindarama, 
Mukundarama, and Kesavarama, in order born. ' The Bhusana 
gives no additional information, except that Trilokaeandra was 
a Sivite Brahman (11. 5-6) : 

mdhesapadambujasaktaceta naresasampujitapddapadmah 
grahesatejd virajd mahdujds trilokacandro 'jani sa dvijagryah, 

'with his thought devoted to the lotus-feet of the great lord 
[Siva], honoring the lotus-feet of the lord of men [the king], 
with the glory of the lord of planets [the sun], brilliant, great 
in strength, Trilokaeandra was born, foremost of twice-born.' 
If we know little of Sivarama's life, we can at least fix his 
date within narrow limits. In Zaksmlvildsa 9, he cites the 
Paribhasendusekhara, which places him about the beginning of 
the eighteenth century (Aufrecht, i., 652), for Nagoji or 
Nagesabhatta, the author of this grammar, "was the Guru of 
Gangarama, the great-grandfather of Manirama (1804)" 
(ib., 283). 



1 Alluding to the four means of royal conquest. Cf. Manu, vii. 107: 
tan anayed vasarh sarvdn samadibhir upakramail},. 
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In his commentary Sivarama quotes fifty-six authorities. By 
far the greater number of references is naturally lexicographi- 
cal. In glossing the vocabulary of an author as artificial as 
Subandhu, bristling with Mesas, virodhas, and all other adorn- 
ments of kdvya, constant citations must be made from the 
lexicographers to support the meanings assigned by the com- 
mentator to the words which he discusses. On lexicography, 
grammar, meter, drama, and rhetoric thirty-three works and 
authors are quoted in the Kaficanadarpana. Amara, the most 
important of all the lexicographers (cf. Zachariae, 18-20), is by 
all odds the most frequently cited authority, being quoted six 
hundred times. 1 Next comes the Visvaprakdsa of Mahesvara 
Kavi (ib., 28-29), with 165 citations. Hemacandra (ih., 30-35) 
is quoted but thirty-four times ; the Har&vall of Purusottama- 
deva (ib., 23-24), twenty-eight times; and the Dharanikoia 
of Dharanidasa (ib., 20), twenty-three times. Medinikara's 
Medinlkosa (ib., 35-36) is cited eleven times, and an Ekaksara- 
kosa, probably that by Purusottamadeva (ib., 37-38, Aufrecht, i., 
74, 342), ten times. The Uipalirii of TJtpala, apparently one 
of the older lexicographers (Zachariae, 7), is cited eight times; 
the Anekdrthasarnuccaya of Sa^vata (ib., 4-5, 24), seven times; 
and the Uitaratantra, "probably a part of a dictionary" 
(Aufrecht, i., 63), six times. As no manuscript of this kosa 
seems to be known, and as Sivarama is the only author recorded 
by Aufrecht as quoting it, the fragments found in the Darpana 
are of interest. They are the following : 

p. 72 (quoted on p. 242-243 as from the Hdrdvalt) : 
maksikd matsard jrleyd bhrarnardli ca sa matd; 

p. 73 : visvakarmd devasilpl visvakarmd divdkarah / 

p. 129 : rasajnd rasand jihvd ; 

p. 142 : nandir dnandqjdmdtrmitrayor apt ce 'syate; 

p. 184 : dkhydyika pariccheda aivdsocchvdsakdv api ; 

p. 242 : corah sahkitavarnas ca kusumdksah praklrtitah. 

Another . lexicographer, of whom no manuscript is yet dis- 
covered, but who is quoted by Sivarama (and by a number of 
other glossators), is Rantideva (cf. Aufrecht, i., 492, Zachariae, 
6), who is cited five times. Four quotations each are made from 

1 Counting such references as iti citursv amarah, p. 381, as four 
times, and so in all similar cases. 
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the Anekdrthadhvanimanjari of Mahaksapanaka (Zachariae, 
25), the Vdijayanti of Yadavaprakasa (ib., 27), the Hatnakosa 
(ib., 15, Aufrecht, i., 489), and the RudrakoSa (Aufrecht, i., 
528). Two citations each are made from Mahesvara's Sabdabhe- 
daprakdia (Zachariae, 24), Rabhasapala (ib., 6, Aufrecht, L, 
492-493), and Vyadi, one of the most ancient of all the lexico- 
graphers (Zachariae, 6-7, Aufrecht,i., 618). Only one quotation 
is found from the Kosasdra (Aufrecht, i., 130; cf. Hall, Introd., 
45). This is the unique citation thus far known from this work, 
and runs thus (p. 153) : 

arthe krte 'vyayarh tdvat tddarthye vartate dvayam. 

One citation each is made also from Purusottama's Usmabheda 
(Aufrecht, i., 71), the Sabdaratndkara of Mahipa, written in 
1374 (ib., i., 444, Zachariae, 36; cf. Hall, Introd., 45), the 
Kavikalpadruma of Vopadeva, a dhdtupdtha of the thirteenth 
century (Aufrecht, i., 86, 616), and the Sakdrabheda 
(ib., L, 622). 

In grammar but one author, Kslrasvdmin, who lived pro- 
bably in the eleventh century (Zachariae, 21), is quoted, his 
Nipdtavyayopasarga (Aufrecht, i., 134, 296) heing once cited. 
In alamkdra literature six authors and works are quoted. The 
most numerous citations are from Sivarama's own Hasaratna- 
hdra, from which he makes five quotations. Four citations 
each are made from Mammata's Kdvyaprakdia (Jacob, JRAS., 
1897, 308-309) and from the Vdgbhattdlamkdra (ib., i., 559, 
Regnaud, Hhetorique sanscrite, 380, Jacoh, 281-309). There 
are two quotations from Dandin's Kdvyddaria, and one each 
from the Alarhkdre&vara and the Kanthdbharana (probahly the 
Sarasvatikanthdbharana, [Aufrecht, i., 699,78, Jacoh, 299-306], 
hardly the JVydyalildvatikanthdbharana, a commentary on the 
Nydyallldvati [Aufrecht, i., 310]). Of the former work, the 
citation by Sivarama, p. 4, defining the sudharmitd-guna, yatra 
visesanadvdrd visesyaldbhah sd sudharmitd, is the only frag- 
ment known (ib., i., 32). * 

Kedarahhatta, the author of the Vrttaratndkara, is once cited 
as an authority on meter, and Vamana, a writer on poetics 

1 Hall (Introd., 45) says that the Alamkarasekhara (Aufrecht, i., 32) 
and Bhanudatta (ib., 405, Regnaud, 370-372) are quoted by Sivarama. I 
have not found the citations. 
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(ib., i., 563, Jacob, 288-289), is quoted twice. From Bhai-ata 
there are eight citations. 

To explain the astronomical allusions, which are found in the 
Vasavadatta, two quotations are made by Sivarama from 
Varahamihira (Thibaut, Astronomie, Astrologie, and Mathe- 
matik, 56-57, 65-66), and one each from Garga (ib., 28-29, 66) 
and the Jyotisa (ib., 28-29). If we may judge from the single 
fragment preserved from Udayasafikhara Pathaka, kartika- 
Suddhadaiamlm arabhya mdghas'uddhastamiparyantim, and 
cited by Sivarama, p. 298 (Aufrecht, i., 65, Hall, Introd., 45), 
he also seems to have written on astronomy. There are two 
references to Vasantaraja's Sakundrnava (Aufrecht, i., 556, 
Hall, Introd., 45), a work on omens, but, somewhat curiously, 
there seems to be but one citation from a philosophical author, 
Prabhakara Guru (Aufrecht, L, 155, 353). ' 

Of literary works and authors, sixteen are quoted. The most 
frequently cited is Kalidasa, from whom twelve quotations are 
given (pp. 24 [twice], 26, 27, 30, 48, 66, 141 [twice], 151, 152, 
153). Magha is cited five times (pp. 51, 58, 78, 174, 175), the 
Mahabharata twice (pp. 34, 273), and the Harivansa once 
(p. 273.) Two citations each are given from Bhojaraja (pp. 53, 
185), Manu (pp. 16, 23), and the Ramayana (pp. 85, 149). 
Eight works and authors are mentioned once each. The 
Kdimatantra, which, though an erotic work, seems not to occur 
in Schmidt's catalogue in his Beitrage sur indischen Mrotik, is 
known apparently only from a few citations (cf. Aufrecht, i., 
92.) The one given by Sivarama (p. 283) is as follows: 
cirotpannapravdsena prltir gaechet parabhavam 
ragayatanasamsmari yadi na syan nakhaksatam. 

Trivikramabhatta, the author of the Damayantikathd (Hall, 
Introd., 45) (p. 27), Narada (probably the JVaradapurdna) 
(p. 49), Bhartrhari (p. 154, also once anonymously), Bhavabhuti 
(p. 259), Bharavi (p. 69), Harsadeva (p. 154, also once anony- 
mously), and the Hitopadeia (p. 272, also once anonymously) 
likewise are each quoted once. The Lohasastra, which is known, 
apparently, only from the single passage quoted from it by 
Sivarama (p. 198; see Aufrecht, i., 546), was probably a scien- 
tific work. The sloka in question is as follows: 

1 It is possible, though not probable, that the Prabhakara here men- 
tioned is the commentator on the Vasavadatta mentioned above, p. 58. 
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cumbako drdvakas cdi '«a 'karsako bhrdmakas taihd 
ekadvitricatuhpancasanmukhdh sambhavanti te, 

' the magnet and the touchstone, the lodestone, and the pole- 
stone have one, two, three, four, five, or six faces.' 

It is noteworthy that there is but one citation from Bana 
(p. 9), which is the eleventh stanza of the poem introducing the 
Harsacarita. 

Hall (Introd., 45) correctly remarks that "Sivarama, to a 
most unusual extent for a scholiast in Sanskrit, has recourse to 
the living language of the country, in explication of terms 
found in his original. His preference is, of course, for his 
mother-tongue, the Hindi : but, in a good number of instances, 
he also introduces words from the Marahatti and the Gujarat!. " 
These words, denoted in the commentary by iti bhdsdydm, or 
less frequently, by iti khydtah (Joke), number fifty-two. 

In the Kancanadarpana, sixty-nine anonymous quotations are 
made. The majority of these are of little importance, either as 
literature or as sources of information regarding Sivarama. A 
number of them may easily be identified. Thus, several 
examples of rhetorical figures, as those on pp. 5, 6, 80, are 
taken from the Kavyaprakdsa ; on p. 24 there is an anonymous 
citation from Bhartrhari ; on p. 33, one from the Prasanna- 
rdghava ; on p. 145, one from the Ratndvali ; and on p. 272, 
one from the Hitopadeia. A number of metrical examples, as 
the dryd on p. 2, 164, and the iipajati {upendravajrd) on p. 10, 
are taken from the Vrttaratndkara i and several specimens of 
poetic figures, as the definitions of the sdttvikds (p. 226) are 
cited from the Sahityadarpana. 

In forming an estimate of the Kancanadarpana of Sivarama, 
it may be said that the commentary is in general accurate and 
reliable. His appreciation of the Vdsavadattd was keen, and 
his explanations of the puns, allusions, and all the artificialities of 
Subandhu's work, are in the main correct. It is safe to affirm 
that without the Darpana or some other good commentary the 
Vdsavadattd would be almost unintelligible to the Occidental 
reader. The cases in which Sivarama is mistaken are so few as 
to be practically negligible. It is perhaps no exaggerated 
praise to say that he has written in his Kancanadarpana a 
model Sanskrit commentary. 



